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Abstract

The purpose of the study is to understand the unique characteristics of decoration style in traditional Javanese houses.
Reviewing literature and visiting site were applied as the research method. Javanese House can be divided into three
parts; roof, wall and floor. First, the roof of the traditional Javanese House is the most unique and important decorative
element. The roofs are covered with roof-tiles and have clay carving ornaments on top. Usually there are no ceilings,
just exposed to the oblique shape roof, which are made of wood to enable air ventilation. Joglo roof is the outstanding
and representative roof type of Javanese houses. There is artistic and constructive roof structure named as tumpang sari
in Joglo roof. The decoration on tumpang sari is the most colorful and symbolic ornaments. Secondly, the most unique
element in the wall is the gebyok. Gebyok is made of wood and full of carved ornament, which has an artistic
appearance, and also important function. The top part of doors are designed as perforated woodcarving, which give both
aesthetic and ventilation purposes. Last, the stratified floor is begin with ground yard, then veranda that made from
hardened clay, and main room constituted with a wood scaffold to provide air circulation and remove the humidity of
the ground. The decorations of the column stand (umpak) are unique, where usually lotus flower is carved into black
stone or lime stone. The outside of the buildings in Java Houses is not decorated by colors or symbols, whereas colors

are only used in temples,

pavilion or in royal housings.

Instead they have carvings and decorations on important

structural elements such as columns and beams inside. The ornaments and colors of decorations symbolize their god,

ancestors and piece.
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Figure 1. A Typical Complex of Javanese house
Source. Dakung (1981:56)
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Table 1. Significant Differences between Front Area and Rear

Area at Javanese House

rear arca

Pendepo Peringgitan Dalem

front area

outward oriented inward oriented

open, shaded, roofed, without walls enclosed, protected, roofed, walled

connected with the external
environment

separately with the external
environment

public and formal private and intimate

symbol of transience symbol of eternity

Source. Wismantara (2011a)
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Figure 2. Major Elements of Elevation
Source. revised from Jogja Heritage Society (2007)
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Figure 3. The Representative Roof Shape
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Figure 8. Mayangkara
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Figure 10. Gebyok & Gedhek Wall
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Figure 11. Wall of Dalem senthong-tengah
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Figure 12. Front wall of Dalem
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Table 2. Meaning of Omaments

Ornaments Used elements Symbolic Meanings Color
-Beam
-Pillars e
o Symbol of peace and fertility (Plants of Heaven)
Lung -Ventilation panel . . .
Meaning stem creeping plants that still young and shape curve, represents  Golden yellow
-lungan -Door (frames) . . . . o
. the various hurdles in the world to achieve the ideals that define fertility.
-Windows
-Tebeng
-Door frames
Wajikan -Middle pillar Beauty Dark red
. . Patch decorative Yellow gold
-Crossing point
Symbol of attempt, it means that to get something good someone must be Soft color
Nanasan -Beam
able to overcome all thorny routes. Yellow gold
E -Beam .. . L . Garnet
E Kebenan Ander Symbol of religious and holiness, which is the hope of every person alive. Yellow gold
-Beam . .
. Describes the sun as a symbol of brightness and glory (Saton & tlancapan Deep red
Tlacapan -Pillars .
make sense of unity and oneness) Dark green
-Framework
-Beam
Patran -Pillars From the word 'patra’ meaning leaf, one of the decoration is quite lovely. Plain color
-Door frames
Padma -Base (umpak) Symbol of purity means solid, strong and unshaken by the storms. Plain color
Saton -Beam Describes bamboo shoots (power to grow rapidly). Symbol of fertili Crimson
-Tebeng P £ PIEY). Sy . Dark green
-Gate (top)
Kemamang -Entrance (top) Means swallow everything that is evil to be entered into the house. Plain color
-Fence
-Ridge (Roof) Symbol of fertility. Influence of Indian culture .
1 . s . Pl 1
Ular naga -Gate (top) (Rice goddess Dewi Sri is a form of transformation) am cotor
<
=1 .
= -
= Ridge (Roof) . . Plain color
Garuda -Entrance (top) Symbol of evil eradicate, courage, strength and honesty, greatness
Yellow gold
-Tebeng
Jago -Ridge (Roof) Symbolizing virility and courage Plain color
Mirong Pillars Symbolizes Mungkur daughter. Considered quite sacred, used in building Dark red
the palace Yellow gold
Ridge (Roof) The ornament gives the sense that the family who occupy the house can
Gunungan -Entrgance (top) shelter and get peace, safety and protected by God Almighty. Symbol of the ~ Natural color
P universe, the greatness and unity
-Ridge . .
Makutha (Roof) Intended to be representative of the king as God bless the whole house. Natural color
Prava -Pillars Having a ose in order to illuminate the whole house Golden yellow
g (top and bottom) &2 purp u use. Y
2“ -Ventilation panel ~ Starting to avoid the danger of disaster (Intention that the house will be .
Panahan o L Plain color
-Tebang safe). The goal of salvation in Javanese Hinduism
-Ceiling . - .
Kepetan Order enlightened in life Plain color
-Door
Describing the raindrops that symbolizes no life without water (Use with Plain color
Banyu Tetes -Beam & P 4 kW Golden yellow
Patran) .
Dark light
. -Door fr . . .. . . Dark
Arabic .oor ames Calligraphic form of writing that aims to glorify the name of God. ark red
g Writings -Pillars Upholding the values of Islam (formation of personality or identity) Brown
~§D -Umpak Yellow
2
=2
Mustaka -Ridge (Roof) Means the head (used for the mosque and tomb) Plain color
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