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Abstract

In Kampong Bharu, located in the capital city of Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, where the many valuable vernacular

houses are preserved. According to the author’s precedent studies (Ju et al, 2012), there

are a variety of Malay

housing typologies such as vernacular houses of Kampong Bharu can be classified into the traditional vernacular

house 1 (Bumbung Panjang style), the traditional vernacular house II (Bumbung Perak style), the colonial

vernacular house, and the modern vernacular house.

In this study, we focus on classification of the modern vernacular houses in Kampong Bharu, respect with space

organization and elevation design. Based on the analysis of the modern vernacular houses, this paper aims to

describe the unique principle of modifying process of vernacular houses in Malaysia. Derived from the process in

which vernacular houses change with the influence of modernization, the modern vernacular house in Kampong

Bharu is most of which were built in the 1940s to 1960s. As a consequence of research, Modern vernacular

houses actively reflected the influence of modernization in the use of structure and building materials, but have

maintained the traditional character in terms of spatial organization and elevation.
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