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A study on the Typology of Malaysian Modern Housing
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Abstract

Modernization of cities and housing in Malaysia is the history of the establishment of international trading ports due to
worldwide maritime trade and exchange. In cosmopolitan cities, new housing typology appeared from the influence of various
ethnic immigrants and with the fusion of traditional Malaysian housing characteristics.

This study is focus on classifying the representative housing typology of Malaysia produced through the Modernizaiton of cities.
Through reference review and field study, Malaysian Modern housing can be classified into 2 categories.

The first one is the transformation of traditional housing. Representative typology is shophouse. Shophouses were imported from
the South Coast of China and transformed into Malaysian urban housing. And the other typology is bugalow. Bugalow is the result
of the fusion of traditional timber house and Western palazzo.

Secondly is urban housing typology. Modern urbanization required maximum utilization of land and new typologies in the form
of multi-story apartments, flats and terrace house were developed to accomodate new needs. In the sub-urban areas, the English
terrace houses typology was adopted which is based on the British system of land sub-division. And nowdays luxurious housing
typology, condominium is one of the popular housing for medium and high society.
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